I am pleased to introduce the "Special collection of cancers in Vietnam: Burden and control efforts," which was published on the journal *Cancer Control* in July 2019, by Vietnam National Cancer Hospital and Hanoi School of Public Health, Vietnam. The aim of the special collection is to provide scientific evidence for health policy makers, regarding the clinical and public health aspects of cancers in Vietnam.

This collection of 17 peer-reviewed papers provides an insight into the current burden and future projection of cancer in Vietnam as well as responding clinical and public health efforts which have been made in the country. This is the first time by which a special collection of internationally standard journal articles has been published, exclusively for the issue of cancers in Vietnam. The collection is the result of collaborative efforts between the Vietnam National Cancer Hospital and the Hanoi School of Public Health in the fight against cancers. The publication of this collection is also to specially celebrate the 50th anniversary of the National Cancer Hospital.

I would like to send my sincere thanks to all the authors for their studious work and also to all the reviewers who have anonymously contributed to the quality of the published papers. Their contribution made to the publication of this special collection is also a practical contribution to the mission of cancer control in Vietnam.

I specially wish to thank Prof. Xiao-Ou Shu, Associate Director for Global Health at Vanderbilt-Ingram Cancer Center, Vanderbilt University School of Medicine, United States, Associate Prof. Hoang Van Minh, Vice-rector, Hanoi University of Public Health, Vietnam, and Dr Jenifer Lovick, Executive Editor of *Cancer Control* journal for their great support and coordination through the process of publishing this collection. I am also grateful to the production team of the journal for their timely preparation of the collection.

Apart from providing valuable evidence for health policy making, I also sincerely hope that this collection will inspire further studies on cancer in Vietnam to be internationally published.
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